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You may not have néticed it, but the last
issue of GODLESS was about two weeks late.

The stencils were all run off at Ned
Brooks' on January 3rd. Within about a
week, 1'd finished collating, stapling,
making out address labels, etc. All that
was to mail them, right?

Wrong. Last issue, you may have no-
ticed, was over 50 pages long, containing
26 sheets of paper. There's a simple fan-
ed's formula that goes: 6 sheets of paper
= 1 ounce in weight (actually slightly
less, but not enough to make more than
a staple or two's difference). Twenty-six
sheets of paper comes out as slightly
more than 4 ounces, not counting the en-
velope's weight. That meant that instead
of 164 postage apiece, 1'd have had to
pay 24¢ each. I was mailing out about 150
copies, and that would have meant an ad-
ditional $12 for postage, which, natur-
ally, I didn't want to, pay.

BUT. ..there was an answer to my prob-
lem. [ had merely to mail the zines at
4th class book rate instead of third
class, and I would only have to pay 18¢
aplece, resulting in a $3 difference from
what I'd expected to pay.

I knew the regulations crncerning 4th
class mail: it had to be at least 22
pages, permanently bound, and contain no
advertising. The issue fit all those
qualifications. Just to make sure, tho',
I took a copy down to the Fort Lee post
office (this was while I was still in
the Army remember) to get the postmast-=
er's approval.

And he didn't. "That's not permanent-
ly bound," he said. "It can't be perma-
nently bound with staples."

T took his copy of the Postal Regu-
lations from him and pointed out the spe-
cific passage, pointed out the fact that
in no way did it specify what "permanent-
1y bound" meant. I told him that I had
magazines just like this in my collectien
fifteen years old, and they hadn't fallen
apart yet. "Nope, that's still not perma-
nently bound."

"Look, look," I cried, picking up the
zine by the corner of one page. "I can
pick it up like this and it doesn't fall
apart.” (If the bacover had decided to
fall off at that moment, tho....) "What
the hell else does permanently bound. '
mean?"

"Wel1, uhh;, err.guell, that's yiet=d
book. Books are...are printed, and they-
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're permanently ound. Yes, permanently bound," he said with s smile of satisfaction
on his face. He'd figured for himself what it was "permanently b-und" meant, and I
could see that he wasn't going to let facts or 1logic change his mind. ,

But that figure of $12 still stood beforc my mind, and I tried again. I pointed
out that the only definiticn of a "book" in the Postal Regulations was 22 pages, no
advertising, and permanently bound, and that, grddamit, yes, staples were just as
- much "permanent" as a book sewn together with thread or one glued to its spine.

He must have been getting tired of me by this time, becduse he said, well, ‘if
you aren't satisfied with my opinion, you can gn to the next higher level and ask
.the Petersburg postmaster. (Petersburg was the town of about 35,000 directly outside
. of Fort Lee, and a pretty crummy town it was.) S~ T said, OK, taok the afternoon off

from work, and headed t» the Petersburg Post Office.

Guess what the Petersburg postmaster trld me? "Why, that doesn't look like it's
permanently bound to me." : [ ' e

So I argued some more. And the postmaster started calling in consultants, like
the customer service manager: "That ain't permanently bound." Finally, they called
in this guy who'd been working for the PO for most of his life and he was gld. He
probably gave Ben Franklin lessons.

Here at last was an honest man. He was given the fanzine and asked whether in
his vast experience and knowledge of the ins and suts of the postal system, was it
his opinion that this piece ~f mail was permanently bound and/or qualified to be
mailed at the fourth class rate?

He lonked at the zine for a few moments, scratched his head, and said, "Damned
if I know."

And so it was decided to take the zine to a still higher level, the Mail Classi-
fication Office in Richmond, whose entire job was to decide what tynme of mail was
what. The Petersburg postmaster told me that it w-uld probably take about two days
to get a reply back from Richmond, and if they thought the zine wasn't eligible, I
could take it one more step, to Washington itself.

It tock three days for a reply, and despitec what I was expecting by this time,
they said YES, THIS WHATEVERITIS MAY RE MAILED FOURTH CLASS. A11 T had to do was
write "Special 4th Class Book Rate" on all the envelopes. That took a cnuple of
nights to finish, and then I was able tn take them down finally, on the 20th of
January (in a snowstorm, no less) and hand them to the clerk.

One thing I forgot to mention was that while I was arguing with the Petersburg
pecple, they came up with a real donozy. They claimed that there was scme obscure
part of the régulations which implied that 3rd class matter could not be mimco-
graphed, and that if my 4th class application was turned down, I'd have to mail the
zines first class. If that was 2 scare tactic, it did a pretty gond job, except
that when I asked to sce a copy of this regulation, for some reascn they weren't
able sts find it. :

I never got back the copy of GODLESS that' had gone up to Richmond either. Well,
I hope they got a few laughs »ut of it, at least.

Rather than take a chance on going thru that sort of = -hassle again, though, I'm
going to be trying to keep GODLESS at the less-than-four-ounce size, including en-
velope, which limits it to about 44 pages at most. (Depends on the envelope. I may
try to get some of those light weight shopping bags 1like Dave Jenrette uses for
_ TABEBUIAN - in a larger size, of course.)
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Nevertheless, guess where I've spent thc last three months working? 1 managed
to come up with a 90-day temprorary job at the main Phoenix Post Office less than
three weeks after I got home from Virginia. The 90 days ended about a week ago as
I type this, but I'learned quite a bit of infn there, and intend to pass some of
acbrens

Popular belief to the contrary, most of the penple who work for the Postal Ser-
vice actually gdo care about their wark., (True, there are a c-nsiderable number of
slackers, includine a few who even make snme »f the gnof-offs I knew in the Army
110k good,) But I suspect that the main (~r one of the main) reason for lessening
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efficiency an? service is that the task has just gotten too damned big and complex
for one organization to handle, especially when that crganization is a govermment
m-nopoly.

Mail isn't just mail: there are different classes of mail. The basic classes are
first class, second class, third class and fourth class, each supposedly a different
type of mail with different priorities and handling rules. All the classes can be
further divided int» three size-classifications: letter-sized, flats (1arge envel-
opes or magazines; this fanzine is a flat) and parcels, ceach handled and sorted dif-
ferently.

Further, some nf the basic classes are divided amongst themselves: For first
class mail, postcards aren't handled the same as letters. In third class, they're
divided by weight, under and over 2 -~unces. Plus, under the third class type of
mail, there's regular third class, bulk rate, and non-profit organization classifi-
cations, each with different postage rates. (There's also a somewhat separate class
for frge matter for the blind and handicapped, but it's usually handled like first
CHEISIST

I worked in the Mark-Up section of the Post Office, which is where all the for-
warding, returning, and charging nostage due t~ok place. There, not only did we havs
to know how tn handle all these classes and their subidivisions, but we also had to
know what the various markings ~n the mail meant, and what action we were supposed
tn take with each class of mail s» marked.

There were six nfficial anproved markings that could be placed on envelopes by
the senders, mostly rezarding requests for address corrections and return & forward
postage. These six markings were:

1) RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED L) ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED:
RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED
2) FORWARDING & RETURN POSTAGE
GUARANTEED 5) ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED;
FORJAaRDING & RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEE
3) ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
6) No markings on envel-pe or package.

One thing ['ve noticed about many of the fanzines I've gotten is that there
aren't any markings like the above on the envelopes. Usually the most it says is
"3rd Class" or somesuch. l've also cme across a few instances where people did
use such markings, but weren't aware of what action the PO would actually take for
such markings. (For example, y-u'd thing that if “Return Requested" was on an en-
velope, and the PO couldn't Aeliver it, that they'?l return it to you, wouldn't they?
No they won't. "Return Requeste?" is only an obsolete fom nf #3 above, "iddress
Correction Requested." »l1l1 you'd get back is a form with the addressee's new ad-
dress on'it; if. the PO has it in-their files. Also, with-that marking, the zine
will not be forwarded to the guy's new address.) So what I'm going to do is go thru
the various classes of mail, an explain just what action is taken in regard to each
of the markings above:

FIRST CLASS - Basically, 1st class will forwarde? without charge. If undeliver-
able, it will be returned free, cxcept for nostcards. Postecards will not be returned
unless marked like #1, "lieturn Postage Guaranteed." If y-~u want an address correct-
ion, add #3, and a xerox of the envelope or card will be sent back to you, with a
10¢ chorge, showing the new address it was forwarded to.

SECOND CLASS - This applies mostly to professirnal magazines and wouldn't in-
volve too many fanzines (Dick Geis s2id he'd put in for onc for SFR, but he's the
only faned I knrw of that might be eligible). However, y~u might want to know how
long the prozines would be forwarded to y~u if y m move. If you mave locally (ies
in the same city), the magazines will be forwarde?! free for a period of 3 months,

If you move to another city, there's a place on the change-of-address fom to indi-
cate if you'll pay forwarding postage for newspapers and magazines. If you check
that, the magazines will be forwarded nsostage Jue for 3 months. (Even if you just
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move across.ine stovet, i it's inside G a dif-
ferent city's limits, you gntte pay postage.) of-
ter “the threesmonths, or if you don't guarantec

forwarding nostage, the ~1d address label will SAY

be ripped ~ff thc magazine, the new adiress BROCE
added, and it will be sent back to the pub- kj.&%j:};“ Nee
lishers to update theiy filas.. If the bub- ;éﬁﬁﬁﬁ?wﬂ te

lisher doesa't bowner (and there are some PR, AERELY G ¢4 4
magazines that apparently never jg update STﬂwﬂﬁigjg; 7
their mailing lists) and they c ntinue to g gt
send the magazines to your old address, those Y
coples wilil be thrown =way or given to various
charities Jike the V& haspital.

There are a couple of ways to get around that 3) &
menth forwarding limit, though. If you're in the mili- N
tary and your move is the result of official orders, _§'
all mail is sunposed to be forwarded postage free for Ty

a full year. 4 better way for most neople, tho', is to
put in a jemporsry change of 2ddress; for the date the
change will end, put down "Indefinite"; your mail will
be forwarded for a full rear, including magszzines.

There's also a way to get around that one year limit.
If reur move is local, instead of giving the PO your new
street address, rent 2 PO box and give that as your for-
warGing asiresc, Supposedly, if you have a PO Box, you
haven't actually "movaed", you just don't want your mail
celivered to your home. 4ll your mail will be forwarded
indefinitely (and I saw one file card like thai in Mark-Up dating back to 1968).
1f it's a move cutside the city, tho, it'il mly be good for a year and you'll be
charged posiage due for anything besides 1st class.

fRIED CLa3S . Hiw here we come to what most faneds use, and 1'11 go thru the
varisus markings on the last page by number. Remember, though, that depending on
the weirht, the pieces of mail will be handled differently. The first classificat-
ion is THIKD CL:ASS UNDER TWO OUNCES: Mark it with #1, and it will pgt be forwarded,
cut of bon, forwarding vostagé 'guaranteed or not. It will be forwarded locally. If
it doesn't have a local forward, it will be reurned to you nostage due. No address
correction will be nrovided. #2: It's forwarded locally and dis. The dis envelope
AL A LD S O - o stamped on it. If the recipient wants it, he pays for
the postage. If he refuses the package, however, it will be returncd to you, double
ndstage duc {once for the forwarding, once for the return). #3: The entire piece
will be returncd to you with the new address marked on it and a 1041 charge. It will
not be forwarded. '#4: The piece will be forwarded locally and a xerox with the new
address sent you, 10z due. If the formrard is out-of-town, the entire piece will be
returncd as with #3. #5: Forwarded locally free and out-of-town postage due, and
xeroxz sent to you. If refused by addressee, you pay double postage again. #6: If
the piece 1s not merkszd at all, and it's not of obvious value, it will be thrown
away. even 1f the FO has a forwarding address on file. I suspect quite a few fan-
zines mecl, their fatz right here. Accroding to the PO, "obvious value" means that
it is marked "Heturn Postage Suaranteed" (sce #1) or the piece contains merchandise
or personal property - and fanzines are not considered as either. (If you mark the
envelope as "Merchandise" or "Personal Property" tho, I doubt if anyone would no-
“tice the difference. :

Now we come to THIKD CLASS OVER TWO OUNCES (large fanzines). These are handled
similarly to 3rd under two, but with a few essential differences. With #1, if an
out-of-town moves susrentees postage, the picce will be forwarded postage due. #2
is handled the same. #3: Will be forwarded locally if of obvious value. Otherwise,
the PO will rip off the address portion, mark the new address, and return that por-
tion 10g due. The rrmains will be thrown away. #4: Handles the same as for less

sl
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than 2 'ounces, except that if the piece is returned,to you, you get charged postage

for the piece plus 10¢ for the new address. #5: Forwarded locally and out-of-towm.
If no forwarding address, returned postage due + 10¢. #6: Thrown away if net of ob-
vious value, forwarded otherwise.

FOURTH CLASS - is handled the same as 3rd class over two ounces, except that it's
always considered to be of obvious value and the entire piece will be either forward-
ed or returned.

And that's about it. One thing: if you should just want someone's new address,
and not to have a letter or package forwarded or whatever, you gan write directly
to the postmaster, giving the person's name and last address. There's a drawback,
though: the PO charges a fee of one dollar for each address change provided thusly.
But you don't have to pay that much, if you use your head. A1l you have to do is
send out an envelope to the person's old address, marked ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED,
DC NOT FORWARD, RETURN TO SENDER, It will come back to you (or should)with the new
address written or labeled on the envelope, and only a 10¢ charge.

Of course, you can't always depend on the rules I've described above being used
correctly 2ll the time. Too many individuals, people wh> internrct the rules as they
see fit, work for the PO and a lot of them aren't particularly well-trained in the
first place. There was one lady in Mark-Up who was of the opinion that whenever a
marriage broke up, it was always the fault of the wife. So whenever she got changes-
of-address on couples who'd broken up and moved to separate addresses, she'd always
send the bills to the woman and any checks to the man. I1'11 admit I even stretched
the rules myself a few times: I always forwarded any sf prozines that passed thru
my hands (about half a dozen in three months), even if the three month forwarding
period had expired. And once I did the same with a horseman's magazine, because I
happened to think of Sheryl Birkhead and how much she loves her horse, and figured
that maybe the lady the magazine was addressed to felt the same about horses.

I could go further into my experiences with the Postal Service: the lack of air
conditioning in the Mark-Up section, how the building - only several years old - was
in danger of collapsing (in fact, another similarly-new building in the Scottsdale
postal system did have its loading dick collapse recently, injuring two workers
slightly; if our sagging floor had collapsed, it would have done so right over the
employee lunch room, and depending on the time of day, might have killed or injured
as many as a hundred people; it hasn't gone yet, but I'm glad I'm not sticking a-
round there anymore), how if you mentioned the word "union" to anyone in management
they'd crap in their pants, the mind-boggling mail-sorting machines that reminded
me of that harried worker at the giant clock-like device in Llang's Hetropolis, et
cetera bloody cetera. But I've already given some more in-depth opinions on the
problems of the Postal Service in the first UNDULANT FEVER (available for 25¢ or
two 10¢ - or whatever they'll be using by the time you read this - stamps) and I'd
rather not repeat myseff here.

R R TR ah et i R SR e e o R R e A e S e

I'm planning on producing a FANTHOLOGY '75 at the end of this year, a collect-
ion of the best writing to appear in fanzines during 1975. I suspect it will prcb-
ably be in the neighborhood of one hundred pages long, price still uncertain. The
print run will be limited to 150.

I'vec already started a list ‘of potential contents for the book, but I'd like to
have more than my own opinionated choices. Also, while 'l get quite a few fanzines,

I definitely don't get all of them, especially the overseas fanzines. In addition,
there is good stuff being published in FAPA  SAPS5, and other apas that otherwise
isn -t -@vailabbe: te fandom /at large, arnd Ifd likel to include: such material faiscs

So, what I'd like is.t~ hear what you think have been the best examples of fan
writing so far this year (and for the rest of the vear as it passes), whether they
come from generally available zines, apa-zines, or even clubzines, If I don't have
it myself, T'11 try to get ahold ~f a copy of your recammendation and see what I
think of it.Tharks, your help is appreciated.

¥ 4 k4 % 4 o 4 ok 4 K 4k 4 % 4ok b ok 4 ok 4 ok 4 ok 4ok 4 3k 4 X 4 K Lok 4 kK 4k 4 X

This issue of GODLESS is smaller than the last few and it's a trend that's going
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to continue. To save postage, I'm going to try and restrict future issues to a max-
imum of 24 pages. I'm also hoping that this will stabilize the price for subscribers
for a decent interval. This issue's giamt lettercclumn blew the page count for this
issue, but I'll try and keep it down to 2 manageable size from here on.

That lettercolumn also makes the issue rather unbalanced, I think. No big, con-
troversial or comment-hook-jammed articles like the Elwoocd article in #8 or my Dis-
con report in #9 in this issue, just my own editorial and a couple of entertaining
articles, nothing heavy or unsettling. The letters take up over half of the issue.
I enjoy letterzines, but I don't want GODLESS to bec-me one. Maybe someday I1'll
take a stab at producing a letterzine (even have a title ready for it) but not this
year. :

Rather than risk getting Bower's Syndrome and continuing to talk about What-I-
Want-This-Fanzine-To-Be, let's gn to another subject.

o4 ¥ £ ok 4 ok 4ok 4ok b ok 4+ ok ok 4 ok ok 4ok ok 4 K L ok ok 4 R L oX 4 K 4k 4 X
I've decided not to bother rumning the results >f Al Sirois' suggestion last
issue of picking the Hugo-winners five years after the fact. For one thing, not all

that many people sent in their choices for hest sf of 1970, and another was that
most of the lists I did receive were near duplicates 6f the Hugo and Nebula nomi-
nees for that year. This could have two meanings: 1) It could mean that the nomi-
nees really were the best published, or 2) it could mean that thc act of being nom-
inated for an award makes a story memorable and brings it to mind five years later.
Or a little of both. Thanks anyway to the peonle who resneonded.

o4 ¥ ik 4 ok 4 k4 Kk Tk F ok 4 K K ok p X 4k 4 X 4 K ok 4 X 4 ok 4 X% 4 Kk 4 ok

For the first time this issue, I'm using advertising to try and increase the
circulation of GODLESS. I just sent off an ad for the 3rd Mid#meriCon progress re-
port. The major portion of the mailing list is (and always will be) people who loc,
contribute, trade, or give some sort of personal verification that they know I ex-
ist, but I'd like to get a little bit higher percentage of people who pay money. I
know 1'11 never make a profit, but every little bit of cash will help keep this
zine coming out. Especially now, since 1'm presently unemoloyed and living off the
GI Bill payments (which actually won't start until a month or two from now); I'm
looking for a part-time, preferably night, job, but until (and if) then, I'm living
on a very tight budget. Another reason for the smaller size.

The ad's mighty nice looking, if I say so myself. It's the first time I've used
Prestype (rub-on lettering) and it's damned effective. When I have a little more
cash coming in regularly, I'll probably start using it in this zine. I think that
I'11 get back at least enough response to cover the cost of the ad. Anything above
that will be gravy.

4 % 3 % 4 K 4k 4+ k% 4 % ; K 4 K 4 % 4 K 4 %k 4 k% 4 K% 4 Kk 4k 4 Kk 4 ook 4 Kk 4k 4 X

I've got a few things lined up for next issue, but my contribution file is
starting to get a little low'again. Take the hint, folks? I've got the first in-
stallment of a column by D. Gary Grady, which I seem to have misplaced at the mo-
ment, drat. Hope I can find it by next issuc. I also have another of Rich Bartucci's
parodies, but 1've been meaning to read the original story before running his ver-
sion. I know it's been months now, Rich, and I feel like a rcal shit about it, but
I promise I'11 read the original before next issue. There; right out in print; no
way to go back on my word now. :

And my mind has dragged to a stop, so I'm going to ignore that blank space be-
low and finish this off right here.

- Bruce D. Arthurs



AN A
OF THE ALEXANDRIA
MAJONG ASSOCIATION

as related by Michael T. Shoemaker

#hen I was in high school, the clique I belonged to, which most of our class-
mates called "The Eight Great", was highly respected as the card sharks of T.C.
Williams High, We knew every game in the book that was worth knowing, and even some
that were not in the book, because we had invented them ourselves. Lach person in
our group was truly expert in all of these games, and although we gambled occasion-
ally among ouyrselves, we were more inclined to do so with outsiders, because then
we had a better chance to make a reasonable profit. -

The wonderful part was that we all had the same lunch period, so every day we
congregated at the end of a long table in one comer of the cafeteria and vlayed
cards while we ate. When we played, we were in another world, oblivious to all that
went on arcund us, although we raised guite a ruckus ourselves. One day 1 happened
to notice, not just sce, but actually take notice of our clique in action from the
other side of the cafeteria. At various times they laughed, pounded fists on the
table, slapped cards down in an angry manner, jumped up in jubilation, and emitted
varylng grunts and squeals of. ectasy over a brilliant play. No one paid them any
attention because everyone had grown quite used to our antics. The general attitude
was, "Those card nuts are at it again." We took pride in our position though, be-
cause, by God, we started the card playing fad 2t IC and we were the best!

Often we would slip away from a school-wide asseribly to a pre-arranged meeting
place in some empty classroom for a card game., I remember once when we were dis-
covered by an earth science tezucher and we thought it was chrEaimsuE Rt hC i oFned.
right in the gamé ("These assembliés are dull, aren't they?" he commented) and was
thereafter a valued member cf our group. He was one hell of a good double-deck
pinochle nlayer.

A typical day might find us engaged in a game of five-handed team pinochle (an
invention of mine % Ken's):

"Pass," I say. "Pass," Erik and Peter say. "Twenty," says Lance. "Twenty-one'
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says Ken. "Twenty-two." "Twenty-zight." "Pump, pump:" Erik and Peter chant. "You
got it chump. I think you're shafted!" and a broad grin breaks out over Lance's
face. "Remember, aces to the eldest," says Erik. "Hey, hey, watch that table
talk." The play progresses and after a while I zet the lead. "Who's out?" I ask.
"I am," says Ken. "Ah-ha, it's time to pump trump!" I respond.

Such was the game that contzined the marvelous invention of the rotating lead.
Then there were the times we played Alpha-Beta-Positive-Negative Bridge. This game,
which would befudidle any bridge expert, includes the possibility of reversing the
ranking of cards. The bidding might go scmething like this:

"One heart, Alpha-negative," I bid. "Two clubs, Beta-positive," bids Peter.
"Two diamonds, Alpha-positive," says my partncr, and I gag while our opponents
chuckle, as everyone can see that our hands are mismatched.

Scmetimes we played AC Bridge. The name was suggested by Ken because he said
the game was like AC electricity, as compared to normal bridge, which is like DC
electricity. In this game, the direction of each play alternates, first clockwise,
then counterclockwise. We got saome really ficrce headaches trying to figure out how
to be in the correct hand at the right time to take the finesse.

We even inventad new techniques of rapid dealing and scoring. We usually scored
right on the table itself. This saved us the trouble of keeping track of a score-
sheet. Anytime we had to continue a game the next day, the score would still be
there on the table, except of course when they washed the table. Efsyou ge Lol
today, though, y~u may still find onc of our scoresheets written in pencil on a
padlElFariSinSbhcfeatisiner ot

Eventually we tired of even the most extravagant games, because we usually be-
came too expert in them to make it interesting. On one of these days when we were
looking for something new, Ken introduced us to the oriental wonders of Ma-Jong. We
were enthralled by it, and immediately started playing an adaptation of it for four
card decks.

After a while we found the rules to be a cmplicated mish-mash of vagueness. In
fact, we had two or three different sets of rules. At the same time, Lance found a
true Ma-dong set in the attic, which we henceforth used instead of the cards. 411
of us rcalized that before we started gambling 2t the game, we would have to come
up with a definite set of club rules with no loophcles.

This was the genesis of the Alexandria Ma-Jong Association. We drew up our
rules by picking, from the entire gamut of variations, those rules which seemed to
be consistent with each other and historically closc to the original Chinese game,
rather than the americanized version. Then, of course, we added our own rules re-
garding the stakes and the payoff of the game. Copiecs of these rules were dittoed
and distributed to the club members, so that there would be ne arguments,

We played on and on, at lunch, before school, after school, and on weekends,
into the wee hours of the night. Then catastrophe struck one weekend, brought on by
a combination of extraordinary luck and playing skill.

In the first game Peter ever played (a game at Ken's house which I was unable
to attend), Ken got the first limit hand that any of us had cver gotten. 4 limit
hand is a rare hend in which all the losers pay maximum stakes to the winner. There
arc thirteen different limit hands and Ken got the Seven Pairs hand. Peter was ob-
visusiyi/iguat e digtressed

That evening, in 2 game at Lance's house, I too got a limit hand, the Four
Winds hand, Later that evening, Ken and Peter came over and joined in the game. On
the third hand of the game I got the Seven Pairs hand. Peter was dumbfounded and
said that we should eliminate it from the rules because it was too easy to get.

"If it's that easy, get it yourself!" said Ken, which seemed reasonable to every-
one including Peter. The worst, however, was yet to come.

On the very next hand everyone was concentrating intensely, for it was a very
strang: hand with complicated interplay of unusual strategies. Suddenly Ken
grinned, chuckled from deep within his throat, and broke into an idiotic laugh of
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disbelief. He tipped all of his tiles,
and lying there befoxe us we saw, the
Seven Pairs hand. Peter was furious,
but his rage was choked bv his increds::
ulity. Lance was more than slightly
disturbed, although 1 myself felt the
impulse to laugh.

After that day we went back to pi-
nochle, skat, canasta, bridge, and all
the others, and have never again played
Ma-Jong. Such was the rise and fall of
the Alexandria Mazdong Association.

- Michael T. Shoemaker

"Ttls a’veed -thing, Lican:run
so fast; I never thought they'd
take dealing from the bottom
of the deck that seriously."

R T e T e R Oy R At R el & o e SR Bl S Sk e R ks S S e T

"Yeh,;Wertham was.right, all right. Just the other day, I was eating fried chicken
with Faruk von Turk, and he pointed out that here we were, two guys who*had read
EC comics in childhood, and what did we do after we grew up? Sat around tearing
birds apart with our teeth, that's what."

Wl on Markstej_n in GLUM SKU RADFU YU #9
i T o e S T S N S S S T S e T I S R S
That Tarl Cabot really knows how to hit it off with women.
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Every once in a great while, a first story appears that is {:1_1f\““ﬂ
so replete with literary excellence and socio-philosophical im- SEE i —
plications that one's very substance is affected., But never -- e ) ;:::3
until recently -~ have two such tours de force appeared in a i:L_; e
single issue of a prozine. The February 1975 issue of FANTASTIC —] =t
is thus an unprecedented milestone within the genre, as it con- ey
tains both "Dissenting" by Michael Glicksohn and "The Return of re s
Captain Nucleus" by Bruce D. Arthurs, Glicksohn is an ex-snake L';'\——:::
trainer and a noted authority on certain ethyl ccmpounds; Arthurs »\__1'“1L“1
is a recluse who has spent almost every waking hour of the past b ue
three years engaged in an intensive analysis of certain aspects Bt figyae
of our national defense posture. A comprehensive treatment of ey ol
the complexities of either of these two stories wculd require a LA e
voluminous work, so for purposes of this present brief disser- 2y
tation, I shall confine myself solely to the religio-syncretic e e
aspects of their works. e e
The nameless persona of Glicksohn's "Dissenting" is an ob- e e
vious Christ figure. He spends his time in a "mental liturgy", o SR s
: his meals appear miraculously (an nbvious allusion to Christ's A :
: multiplication of fish and bread), and he refers to the accum- e 1_1_%
ulated paraphernalia of his endeavors as a mountain, an equally o e
: obvious reference to Calvary. ]
> Glicksohn reinforces this overt symbolism with a parable- co basi g
like juxtaposition of a spider and a fly. The fly of coursc per- f;;:% e
forms a "ourvoseless ritual", yet another indication of the re- Coa e
ligious theme undcrlying the story. The persona spends his waking S
hours in a ceaselcss battle against "meaningless" and "nihilistic" 1.7 ::I::
x points of view. Additionally there is a'brilliant personification R e
of the Pevil, subtly slipped in to catch the reader unawares and ) ‘—~;?
reinforce the subliminal impact, as we are told that "scmewhere a ,___%
cockroach scuttled". Only the persona, we are told, can confront SE
and temporarily overcome the "monstrous implacibility of fate". ST

In "The Return of Captain Nucleus", Arthurs has cloaked his
philosophical-theological message with what appears to the casual
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reader to be nothing more than an adventure story. Sut a careful perusal reveals
that Captain NMucleus is the "savior of Earth", that his opponents come from the
"hell-holes of all the planets", and that his personal insignia is "crossed comets".
Nucleus, whose very name indicates his primal nature, reinforcesthe religious theme
by asserting that "hedonism is g-od for the soul", by referring to the Martian
desert as that "g~d darned sandtrap", and by inquiring of Eleena, the girl who de-
serted and betraycd him (1like Judas Iscariot), "Where the hell have you been!”

As it turns cut, Nucleus is as innocent of the charge of philandering as Christ
himself. Rather than sully Lleena's virginity, Nucleus assumes a homosexual relat-
ionship with his assistant, Ugoo the Martian, an obvious expression of Nucleus'
(Christ's) 1 we for his fellow man. Eleena herself reinforces the ethereal nature
of Nucleus' existence by insisting he is not "a real man", and by calling him a
"son..of a bitch", referring to his more-than-human progenitor.

Arthurs develops his symbolism further in the final scenes. Threc members of
the criminal revolutionary group j-urncy to Nucleus' retreat, re-enacting the visit
of the Three Wise HMen. We are then shown symbolically how Nucleus can infect his
fellow man with his divine attributes. How clse explain Nucleus' statement when
clasped in the arms of one of the criminals: "#dhat is this, a goddamned double-

crosg?™
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A bumper sticker for tax reform:

THEY WILL TAKE AWAY MY MONEY ONLY WHEN THEY PRY MY COLD DEAD FINGERS FROM
AROUND IT,
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= Since GODL:3S is your »ig, impres-
* sive gzenzine, I suppose it should rate
+ first call at comients. The cover was
* gquite striking. For some weird reason
+ I li%ed it, thougzh it wasn't particu-
* larly well-drawn. Jarnett shows 2 de-
+ finite flair for design, and witl more
* practice should rezlly turn out some
+ splencdid worxk. ‘mat I generally look

* for in judging a new-to-me fanartist
+ is a good sense of design, rather than
* ood drawing skills. lhe techniques

+ can always ne sicked up, dut I've

# found (*sigh*) that choosing rlace-

+ ment, vroportions of vasic Tom, and
balance of light against dark seen nore of an inherent talent than 2 lezrned one.

Hot that design can't be learnad as well, but it helns if you've got a zood start
on it to begin with.) I'11 look for more of Tarnett's work in the future to see if
my hunch is correct. :

In fact, all of your artwork this issue is good. I didn't like >irois' bacover,
but then 1' no fan of the Inderground Funnies, and that's the stvle he's cmulating.
If you like that sort of ¢ stuff, then you'd most likely like this. I-gon't - but
that's no big deal. Favoritesj <unkel's lettercol illo on .32, Grady's lettercol
illo, and dJeeves' spaceship illo on page 5. The rest were okav, but those I liked
best. ;

I think you gave a very fair subjective view of loger Slwood, though it's not
what I'd consider a truly objective view, which you may have been shooting for...or
at loast that's the inpression I got in some areas of the article (not 211). rost of
the dubious feelings you have about hin I share as well. Tne mether of stories this
man controls is toggling in itself. ''is seening jack of ciscrimination (I also have
to comnliment you on recognizing the difference hetwsen not hewing to your tastes
and not having discernible tastes at all). His insistence that stories avoid nis
personal phobizs. These are all valid points to cuestion in ny aind. (iis editorial
restrictions don't nhase me at all. Jvery editor, and every truly nrofessional writ-
er faces those limitations daily. It's not stifling to somcone whose business 1s
writing for 2 living. it's a fact of 1ife.) I objoct to the control he exerts over
what his writers actually write about, not in the for~ in which they write tham.

I've gon~ a bit into this tabco bit with Jenis ~mane, who sees little wrong in
the man inflicting his »nersonal moral code on stories. Put I think you said somethning
in your article which noints un ry grine ahout that situation. "If I were ecditing, 1
would nrobably e wmore inclined to accent anti-Christian steriss than pro-Christian
stories. So ruch for my own prejudices." ¥es, you just mizht te so inclined...but it
would be just that; an inclination, 7ot a law set dovm by von. ("Jidja hear about
the restrictions irthurs insists on’ Can't show religion in 2 favorable light..."
Ylow, could vou really picture yourself editing like thrat? I can'tl) ({I could s=e
myself editing a specifig "theme" anthology of ir- & anti- religious stories, tut
not as a reneral directive, no.)) 4ll editors have pst nceves, all have things they
object axout, but most =ditors, and all the zood ones, "will toss out those nrejudices

Qxfi + Jactie “ranke, Jox 51-4, SR 2, Seecher

* IL 604M

and biases if the story is so well-done that it merits miblication. I can't sec -1-
wood ever bending his moral cofe lonc enough to nermit aanything, cven a masterniece,
to sce orint in one of his anthologies i® it conflicts with "is Leliefs. le sets up
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a1s views as LL,, not. 2 quideline, and that. 1 ooject nost strongly te.

Cverall, I'd say 1 2gree wita vyour conclusions. :Zut ecually agreesing,. I'd sut a
long sigh alter =ach ~f the "hones" you expressed. -1wood has dome soe creditanle
things for -¥, but he's done some shitty things as well. I hope the good will out-
nelbq tae bam, but somewhere a small vcice says "at chance!

To nz the bizgest drawback in the study of astrology is the insistence on using
zodiacal figures that no lonser line un with what they used to when the charts were
first established. low can you »e influence?d by sozcthing, assuming you even accept
the nctlon that a planet can affect in you only certain areas (b- this I mean it
wouild “e ea319r for me to accept the noticn of wolanetary bodies influencing neople
if stress wasn't nlaced on certain aspects of personality being affected by oarticu-

lar planets; it's a 1gﬂntwc stumnllmr block for me), if the "unlng that suoposedly

1]

govarns an area of ycur i isn't there any more? I'd like to hsar some couaments on
the whole sc'mear from soneone with no axes to srind, no books to sell, no gawes to
play. ‘ope Jeff coonerates....

teviews. lah. { don't read 3&3,

CJanfiction! 31ah, “lah. I tryv to avoid thot too.

4h, lettercol, now that I read, with.susto and enjoyment! I anpreciated sen In-
dick's riention of Tiffany Thayer's Three _usketeers. - ostly because 1 keep formet-
ting who the dickens wrote that book. I read it when I was but a wee CRANEG S E st
was the first bock I can renemver loaning sut and never setiing back. I'd read the
real novel, of course, “ut think I enjoyed Thayer's aven more. Uspecially after sce-
ing ing ll thie hocsv iovie versions of it and imitations like it.

Thﬂt cwoap saot you tried in ecuating -rives with pets was below you, Sruce. Tsk-
tsk. Z won't give you the satisfaction of an indicnant response. You know what it
was worth vourself. ((.it a DENAE S SO T S QIR 39;.))

, 21951 Perilawn, Cal Park 5T 43237

Sirst of £, GoDLESS 47 1s really too thick to be folded in half, and wy covy suf-
fered because =f it. -ielieve ne, it's in Rad shane. Either nsut out the noney for en-
velopes, or mail it flat with a piece of paper on either sidé and stanle all four
corners. \(uorrv Leah, I peant to rnail ‘@ in eavelopes, but when I collated toreth-
er & copy, 4 _ound Lnat the heavy stoc's uszd for the cover made the ziaz weigh just
barely under 4 ounces. unvelopes, or the tiro pisces of naper you menticned, wrould
have sent it over % ounces, resulting in an adcditional 912 for postage. The best I
could do wzs acdd Qpne niece of waper and fold the zise over to mail,tddvejond leara,
I guess; 1've stosped using heavy stock For covers.))

The bacover i:as much more intcrestang®than  tie fronty whichMas too sparsefor
ny tastes. 'ith one or two rather noticc:hle excentions, the overall anoearance oi
the artworik was oretty goo_. Yeu-reallyido heve tod littlesof Wk b iouns

~ot having read any of the lwsod anthologiss, I cannot .1Hﬁ izuch coment on
your article. Good writing, though. (Yours, I mean, not nis.) “as it ever occurred
to you that fervent apti-Christianity can he just as revolting and Srightening? -x-
tremes always are. ire you any better than Z_Jooa, preferring agnostic and atheistic
viewpolnts to religious. #s vou voint out, it's all a natter of personal prejudice,
and Elwood is as entltled to his =2s anybody. 'hat I don't like 2bout it, wersonally,
is the same thing I don't like 2bout your sta andnoint - I don't like missionaryism of
any kind. bvervone has his own right to heliove or not belicve as he sces fit; that's
a sacred rigat ((that would make a catchy sloman: "I have a sacred right to be an
atheist!")), and nrosetyzation, in word or dec sed, ~elies this. ((The rnoblen is that
the m1.81onaries nowr that thev are the ony oncs who are Rizht, which would cer-
tainly seem to be suificient justification to mreach to neonle, even if the audience
has to -e “orced to listen.))

Cf course, I'm surz Slweood's religious and sexval uores do hin in good stead
cormercially. After alls* mamy "of his' books-arg used in hichisthoel sl classes. *on
won't find anything li'e what's M-en doing in ‘est firecinia soing on over an Elwoor
antholegy.

Leanh ‘eldes
r
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G20 8 kaadr Jatkway, feoriad 1L, 150k

Zicht now, I want to get to thes flwood article (I can't really think of it as an
interview). It has, I think, been a fair one (sensu, just) to all parties, including
the reader. I 3150 think tkmt it has nrovided Zlwood with ccnsiderable fesedback; I
hopre 11 has also had just the effect you describe in regards to the matter of orofan-
At U R i+ coes loosen things uo if they have been constricted. 4s for the formula
bit...some writers thrive on it, others don't. I'm inclined to suspect that the in-
dividual writer nust make his own decision on whether or not he can handle the re-
cuirements, whether il may limit his ﬂﬂr%et ORENOLE

for blwood being a good editor, I think he has to believe he is or he (or any-
body else) would've been thru long ago. Inat s part of that shell that an author has
to construct for himself if he wants to becomz a pro. I too hope that the trend to-
mard nevels will moke a petter editor of him as it changes the nature of his work-
Load.,

Juf fay present z nice article, but like you, I don't find the how present. iiore
‘moortant, I fail to see how gpv astrologer can show more than a correlation...that
doesn'# imply a czuse/effect relationship, though it may be used usefully for vre-
diection if it turns out to he a good one. “hat I see as vart and parcel of the argu-
meat is that the peositions of heavenly bodl s affects our lives here on earth; this
is the assumption. PBut rperhaps as re xsonable an argument micht be given that our
lives on earth affect the motions oZ the planets (assumln” such a correlation ex-
sts el FHinle & just Tounded a new vseudoscience....
1an¢s to Jackiz Franke, but how long have you been hiding that snake in your
file 1o use 2zainst Jllcksonn or nyself?

I hone Joﬁqna fuss doeen't see your reply to ‘arry larner, or that skull on the
front! cover's gonna be yours. (*unny tho,) Is GOILISS -oing to be the future home
for funny -inimal “tories? I can see the dustralians turning in things like "The “ion-
bat 2z & Fard" znd "y Yoala the Zlutz" while Cagle hits us with 'The Case of the
Pregnant 5'ar", <arner £ills us in on cheesy chipmunks, a wheole flock of nesople turn
in duib cat ‘n dog stories, and Shoemaker tries a change of pace by telling us how
he ran a mile with a trorbone stuffed in his adidas. And all the while us intelli-
Leaf mermbers of enake fandom sit back trying to stifle out zentle schneers. Oh well,
don'tivay I didn!t warn you.

-3.
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Cay Powie fr., 31 wverett avenue, Somerville 54 02145

I found your interview-reaction on Zoger <lwood interesting and a might disturb-
ing. Although we disagree slightly on our vieus of rellglon/gntlreligion (I agree
with ;rou as far as the damage that has been done by relisions of all kinds, but yet
I t1y %o at least understond them. If only they weren't so pushy...), I dc share
your concern zbout how much influence soneone like i&lwood can zain. 'zeardless of
what editorial orejudice any editor might have, it dnes no one any good when he or
she wields too 'ch clout. #11 we can do rait and sce if his output is slowed down
and that other editors come 4in that b elieegesa T T crandl P\ FBomi-hist:

Loved the 345 book reviews. John ‘lobinson did asveryone a disservice by not pro-
viding an zddress for Carlyle «omﬂunlcatlons (ieeline Qoo s) Of course, John may
rot have had access to the book commany's address himself. Zas there been any S&S
where the lead character is female? Or where both "-lero" and villian are female? So
1'n a nut for female versus female conflict, so what? sctually I've gotten up to the
point waers wentioning the above doesn't embarass me so rnuch anymore. It's saonething
that I've nad for years and vears now. The only thing is trving to satisfy my thirst
for F/F matesial.

balivine #hics, 5EOR Laader .venue, Sacramento T4 G5341
Awood article: There was a Yook which I read in high schnol and thought was

such 2 great story = £lag. unﬂ the last Hine I read it = well; the reaction was exs
actly as you descrivz. oc ! qltn S space operas never were creat ?1ctlon tofncassonit;
when I re-read them last year, they were still lots of fun. There aren't anv book-

stores areund here that nut Joc Savage with the sf, :ut there ars nlenty of ferry
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“thodan bﬂo ¢s hosring the stands, :

3 can & really form an oninion on doger 2lwood as an afitor. “he only anthology
by hiw L consciously »ought and read wa L'inro Sitv, becruse of a favorable revicw
by Jodie Cfrutt. The onlv story I vngoy was by Jean foontz. The rest of the collec-
tion wwas a real 2isapnointment. If that was his best antholeoy, 1 may not buy any
rore.

hers the nack would I find The Coning o7 Cormac? Or ilsasure Planect for that

matter. The only time I dared venture into one o those dens of sin was in 1969 to
ask if tre placc carried Vi PLizlLi, It didn't and the proorietor directed e to a
cigar stors. LOCUS recently anaounced that Lin Carter would have a counle of S&S an-
tholgies -udblished by Douhladay next year. I'n curious hether he can refrain from
including one of his own inferior stories. Thanks Zor directinz me to a cood hook:
£s the uurtaln 1alls, I'd have missed, desciding arainst it hzcause of the bad cover.

‘hy couldn't Georgze 3arr have done the cover na1n+1n0? Ji¢ vou notice the reference
to Junsany's world, when the hero spent some idle days on the Yang? ((ifraid I've
only read a very four of Junsany's works, alas. 'here does all the time go?)) ((Tyning
uo stencils, that's where it goes. )

Dave towe, 8 Park Drive, Wilefiord; sossex- a2 904, UNITED A15GDOL

That's a beaut of a quote from you on »age 20 of GOULISS 8, "I haven't yet read
the second volume in this series yet, but it's nretty good." Ye gods, not only Jeff
liay the astrologer, but also ‘ruce 3 arthurs the clairvovant!

“ctually I can't staad astrology, beczuse too nany ncople follow it like sheep,
even tﬂo they don't ovenly admit it. Cne mazazine over here (~OROSCCPL) was given
to say "4 good day to buy shoes is december 95th""' (‘hich explains why sheen don't
wear shoes, “erhans a fair judgement could be nade bv Jeff (if he has the time)
drasing up natal charts for both yourself & Jary, with comments by yourselves.

Uf course, that's all very 'rell, but what about the little bask:ts who are nre-
maturely born, or like it where thgy are =nd stey in for an extra three woeks, or
when they get half way out decide they've made the wrong choice, and as they can't
get back in, stay where they are, until the Joctor can give the bret's noor mother
a shot to »ut her out, and then tear the dear little child into tie land of the liv-
ing whether he likes it or not. That once hammened to someone I know, ~nd would have
gone thru cleven degrees of ascendant while bglnw oorw' “hat hasoens to that person,
when 15 minutes is enough to chance twins' =scendants "sisnificantly"? Yocs the voor
creature, decause he covars such a soectrur, *ake on all the worries of the world,
the conscience of a nation, the labours of iiesrcules, and the check of the Devil?

*—-*-—-‘1'<+='1‘~..:.:k.,,.:,+.}n+:j:+;,‘:,i_:,:_u o o WS e ,_:;.T;';_r_.,.-;_,‘:_'-r.,.x‘:.g.*?'*

((4nd now Zor some loes on GODLISS ‘2., .))

bd Camle, Star toute South, Sox 30, Locust Grove O« 74352

Isoe ]Ou f-ed ne., One sale anﬂ he starts getting pushy.... Jo, I deserved to be
waraed. 's been too lon: since I've written, and after 2ll, I rzther enjoy wvour
zine.

Cons ratul tions on your first sale. :ay vou bz wise and drop it while you're a-
head, Jeenilo, A you-Like it by adl maans contlnuc to write. You'll be crotchety as
hell at the age of 35, and your ass will bc atrophies, but what's 2 minor nroblem
here and there?

four Jiscon renort, although a »otential source of suicidal urges to the sercon
fen anong us, was qoueratelv to imnressively enterteining. 1 would cuestion only one
thing: 1o state, or sven imaly, that Jim Bezm is cne of the wore palatable bourbons
available, is dowmright incredible. Certainly it is casier to take thon your fondly
renenbered 014 iashide, or tha guest tottle L kaen on hand (014 ionklllor) but
there irc bourbons on the shelves, just waiting to lean into your arrs, that ma's
sean taste lik=> the washrater 4ftcr the weekly baths at Uncle funk's rossum Board-
Enes Parn . it A pRNE b tain s bady, ¥ ((on “gonld: ot -Beast-Have ziven us the
nanes of some of those bourbons, td. Ur nerhapns you find ycurself unable to read the
1obels after imbibing a bit?))
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Jongpatulntions asgain, on vweur reloisy vem Mamlg

- FcE A Y Personality Imsrovement Corns. I will foreso the fiend-
T/ \ ishly attractive urce to make wiseapnle remaris 2bout a

} ¥ Wp-ge & 3 5 : 5 &
3 ;fﬂiilé = guy who says »eing in the ~rmy improved him as a

7 ? 00K, . social animal.
We cry P I demand to %nc’r if Elwood 2ic ask Juck to co-
/ (J/('L) ¥ "\k‘ 5 / . % o . N
‘zw 0. N Choax P [ edit vith him! ((Darned if I %now.))
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k“%}f \\§¥mfﬁ”ﬁ&f@&ﬁﬁéa€\‘ Dave Szurek, 4417 Second, snt 3-2, Uetroit il
(7 \ { s Ropx— B | 42201
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£ {7 \\§§?£Jiﬂdf ﬁf You're one of the few people 1've met, a-
' side from extreme risht wing sources, who've

actually saif that the service Zid taaw any
good. °f course, your situation was a bit more
unique than most. Cranted, most of those I've
known, were draftecs.anyway, but I have talked
with a counlc of less reluctant souls, and they
have been thumbs down as well. ''ith the end of
the cemnulsory draft, some improvement is definite
hut it won't he cormlate until they stop trying to
con the more naive kids into joining. The one that
really gets rme isn't an “rmy trick, »ut the iir
Torce's "igh <1light" cowmercial, snecially calculated
to infect one with the most romantic cf notions. 4t one
tine, I felt that anyone intelligent enouzn to nass the
tests couldn't ncssibly e tzken in by the hype, but I
learned recently, from a reliable source, that I was
wrons. The "victim" had no idca of how badly he'd been
rinved off until it wss too late, and ne found himself hound
to a 1ife of pernetual nisery.

I enjoye? your Siscon rcoort. --ight have bocn 2 wrec »it lengthy, but not unnec-
essarily so. It 1=ft'me with a clear i=pression of what had hannened. (to vou, not
necessarily anyone else) than h-s bcen the case with 2 lot of other con renorts i've
reai. I would have liked to know 1ore of the titles of tha films shown, “ut that's
just a personal ethnocentricity.

Can sympathize ‘ensily on the Bt-r Trek wziter. I never thought it =as ithat ex-
ceptional a show in the first place, have troubls understanding an cntire sub-fandom
around it, znd nost immortantly, as you said, mononolizing makes little or no sense
when the show can he seen on tv seven nights a week. I rechll one catroit Trivle Fan
F2ir whore this really bummed me out. Stows hal heen rua all afternoon. Th“t e
self, never hothered me; I just di? my own thing without once bothering the Trekkie
room. 1 had a late night cormitment to keen, dbut folt fairly content that thc movies
I'4 wanted to sec were scheduled sarly enough. Shit, nan, someonc clect:d to re-
schedule the show (without notice, may I asd?) by showing aven rore irek enisodes.

L never yag able' to stey for 2 counle of the films I'¢ nlarned on. The Saturdey-nat-
inec-tyne anplause which accompanied ny croans, was of no consol=tion, and a2t one
.point I actually felt like cussing the nlace out. #las....

Seth lic-voy, ~tox 262, Zast Lansing, =1 47323 .

By 211 =eans; try out a little writing. 5105 for 2 year isn't so bad for a be-
gianer{ Cf coursv, high oowered beginners like nyself make a lot more. In 1974 I
made 521108 'I1'11 1t youtin. on a-pro-ish-sderct: aftar a2 little 0ﬂactlcb, writing
doesn't take nearly as wuch sweat as it does in thz beginning. Only occasionally af-
tor a while ¢o you sweat vhen you paint yourself in a corner or somcthing. -‘ost of
my sweat-time is spent when ' not siriting, when I'n trying to fisure out what I
ought to bz writing or what oeople think and say about my writing, to be more exact.
dot what editors say, for the nost part, dbut what my Ffriends say. Showing writing to
friends is 2 pain in the neck because most of my “riends aren't writers 2t all and
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they arsn't too articulate about their reactions and a lot of confusion ahounds. —d-
itors are »retty straight-formsard, though. ((If I ever secll another story - or if I
cver yrite another story, for that matter - I'n determined to have it published under
a nen-rame and not tell anyone it's really me. 1 have to adait that I've had some
slight Taelings of uncomfortableness whenever people mention the story in SiiTASTIC
to me; I zet the freling that they're going to he exnectine soriething £ood from me
from now on. 1'd _hate to disapnoint them, and I'a rather keev my fanac and any rro-
fessional stuff I do firmly sevarated.)) ((Une drawback to what I've just written is
that if some previously-unknown writer starts shoylnv un in the next year or two,
<i'm afraid peovle will be asking, "Is that wou?" o it's not.))

sditors zre pretty zood guys, it's the nublishers that are sometimes creevs. I'm
durrently in a snit at Popular sibrarv. 1 had sold a story to sameone who was putting

together an anthology of Captzin future stories and he comiissioned me to write a new

C.Z. story. Jell, =t the last ninute, Popular Library told hia "no deal" on nernis-
sion to use the characters of v.¥., so the cditor returned my story and I didn't even
get any money. oo hoo, Un 1'ell it was fun to write, and I nlan to serialize it in
ny 3irS-zine. The editor wasn't losor Slwood, but I'm sure as heek not zoing to write
any rnore storles on camrission unless I get 2 contract “nﬂ scue 397,

vell, I'a voting for fusty Hovelin for DUFF bzcause 1've met Zusty several times
and I think he's a nice 0ld coot. I 9lso think tusty will do a trip resort and that
he'll be a good revresentative, more the sort of person that the Aussies would be
morelikely to zet along with. John Borrv and nis substences wight turn off the more
conservative ‘ussies (who are in the majority there). I suspect, however, that John
will win, just because of his clubhouse stuff - the rost of John's famwriting goes
to 2 select audience, which does not include we. ({The reswlts will arooably be out

the time this is wublished, tho not at the time of tyning. If the results 1've
been getting from my mﬁntion of the race in last issuc are typicel, though, you may
be nleasantly surprised, = deflnlte ﬂagorltv of the people loccing said they intend-
ed to vote for ‘usty. I won't mind; I think tusty's just as zood a choice as Zerry,
and I hooe he yill write a irin reoort ))

hat is Yon D'ia-massa trving to do? Convince us 211 that he has the bicgest sf

library in the world? ({Ze had 11,252 volumes in his llorarv as of January 75, tho'
not all of those are sf. )) 1'11 zuess that the missing "outstandingly good® beok is
Highways in Hidine. I would have nicked that rmyself for the nifty cover, if nothing

else. I sven remembcr a lousy »un from that book: "Jr. L, "mregue decan Deu" To me,
Lancer was a neat commany decouse they orinted The Syiny zarth. { was so taken with
that book that I ripped it off from the school library in 1664 and it is one of the
two books L ever stole from 2 library. The other s The Collected lorks of -mbrose
Sicree, but that doesn't really count sines I difn't really steal it, L just choeked
SLiC out and nzver drought it back (and g astroyed the card, since I worﬁsd in the 1li-
brary)

Jaron might not counission storiss 1ike foger -lwscod, hut he receatly rejected
tio of ay stories that I thought were res 11y zreat and ?sku. me to write @iore funny
storics likc the one I sold him. Since I've been looking for an excuse to write some
funny stories, I'm gonna write four of them and send 'em to Dz-on. #4s a further note

on Janon, I hear from sources that CGene olfe, who sorne peonle think can scll any-
thing to Jamno (since he's in nearly every Orhlt) sends cverything to Dazon and
Qa;on only Luys some of it and Sene can nsver u“ss which ones will hit, after all
this time. Uamon's aind remq1ns 2 Ty sitary, but he's a heck of a nice fellow and a
sweetheart on . contracts and the mechanical aspects 'of editing.’ “hether he's a' ¥;
eiltor S ORI SCORY: to 1udg

i'm n~t at all sure what Paul '‘alker means in his latter. Doos he think that the
other antholozists 2re cdetrimental to the field becousz they follow Uarion or beczuse
they are coincerned with style and orizinality? *hat I mean is, does ‘zlker think
thot it's bad because all the anthologies are alike (in his o»ninion) or that they
arc 21l a certain kind? Zamm, I'11 try it onc more time. Joes .alker object because
they are followers (and the rofor° second raters) or hocause trerrall ~do the isame
thing (style and origi nallty)? In other words (Jeez, hut it's difficult to nitpick),

Qololsh
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payoe 1t doesn'e make any. difference.

i'11 go out on a limb and say that I think Jalker misses 2 point, a biz noint. I
think that exccllence of style is not what Jamon 2nd the others are atter, Of course
they want zood stories, tut I thin% that style is only secondary to what they're re-
ally'after. Style may be important, maybs L'm nissing senething. I'm preity style-
deaf myself. I think what dlstlnguls“es these new storics (the bast of thern) is that
they are trying to say new things. To say new things, 're need new ways to say then.

Peorle like =e are writin- because we woni to read new stories and there aren't
any so we have to nake 'err up. These new stories still have plots, but they aren’t
always exterior vlots, they're the interior »lots of the cormon 1“n suage  that liter-
ate neovnle have. hiaybc the old plots were interior toco, maybe man's nind is evolving
or sonething cosmic like-that., I'm talking off the top of my head, but i feel &
stight need toserzch against pe001° like “‘alker who think thzt modern sf has acheived
nothing.

Harry “arner dJdr., 423 Swmit ivenue,
“agerstovm D 21740

four conrevort was edifying, aiusing
In=snpets) 2nd ciueptionall inteowhersy
iince we don't sesm to have seen each

13

other 2t the Uiscon, 'te obviously saw e

antirely cifferent conVAntlons or the It & doid

same things from totally different an- Yor omie,

sles. Yot sons of iy reactions to the LA vou A ,

con zre startlingly like yours. fou al- \ ¥ f' e

so relieved v mind on one noint, the "Aff“ﬁﬁ*xh {
elavators. &fter I wrote some stuff a- '¥“"és'¥{ﬁﬂﬂ 4
bout the econ for FiPA, in which L re- &qu}a&e‘g1g %E%ﬂf {
marked on the near-ensty clevators, L A {. o
rz2ad vorious conrcoorts which complained ﬁﬁi%ﬁi” % L -
about jammed clevators. You restored nmy - éﬁ%., VA ¥

faith in my own eves; obviously there were

times when the elevators weren't too busy anc

I must have needed theam on such occasions rost of the time,
I had“a hassle with my reservation just like yours. Zut the clerk zt the desk could-
n't »ut the blame o1 me in this instance, bccause the recervation the hotel had sent
to ne contradicted itself thru failure of the cates of arrival and departure to a-
cree with the nuiber of days listed for ay stay. It's also conscling to know that
there arc several other »eosle in fandom who are too busy to oven immediately every

rals=
newly arrived fanzine. Therc hsve been 2 counle ~f times over the years when L'we

baen quite nervous Huring visits froa tais or that- fan, XKnowing 1 ~ight have one or
two of their publications in tha stacks of unanswered mail with all stanles or zurmed
flansg 5till intact. I didn't'Watch.any;of the wovies at the eon, Put there is one
reason why Star Trek onthusiasts misht want to sce the episcdes which they've watched
over and over acain on t:lavision. There's a stunendous difference in quality between
even thc recention on the finest television set and what you see when the same nater-
ial is belng nrojected onto 2 serzen right in front of your eyes. Subtle shades of
color, amazing sharpnes nrtural-sounding voices, and nany othor advantages appear
when there is no video tu“e tc coarsen anc no three-inch speaker to constirict.

H-Joe it's tine for anothar maragrash. I didn't attend nuch of the formal pro-
zreri, so 1 should be neutral, but I'm z1ad to see soneone refraining from JOthn’ in
the chorus of camplaints “*“1nst s “nrv offutt talk: mast Danduet talks B T
have bcen rizdiocre or vores, and I don't see why so many »copls have cormnlained
about onc more in the serics. Yeou shoulin't beliave too auch of what you sec in tho
F4PL constitution. ¥ost things that hanpen in that organization boar ne relevancy to
that or any cther constitution I've cver seen. I susnecct that FiPlnay not survive
lang enocigh to make 'the guestion cf how ruch a waiting Hisf s Sk Eis i OB I

i

but academic. ((Tsk. Tou should cec the faith, marry. "FiPi is foravor.")) S ot
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you were ‘able to gain the egoboo of turning intc a nro where there frere a 1ot o2
sywnathetic dconle around to econgratulate you; it wust have been somesthing like the
sensation of attending a con where you win a “ugo, sxething that I nissed with beth
ny farirritiag Huzos.” : , :

“hen I read the OVEASEAS WEEKLY reorint, I couldn't decicde if any of it was meant
seriously. siaybe it's a case of doing too zood a job at parodying somethine; rost of

he material here sounds so much like ulira-conservative non-fiction that 1'n tempted
to accent 1t for the real thing.  Or maybe the troublasds a bock I've bheen zeading,
shthn, Yots gnd “evolution by David i, ilogbel, which is a mostly ridiculous rewrite
of Jeduction ¢f the Innocent, substitutins rock for comic books and the US5t for vi-
olence. The trouble is, there may he genuine cause for concern involved in comic
books and rock music, even though ti's far different from what Hertham and focbel de-
“uced, and thers is a real problan of gisantic size ahead for mankind if bems should
suddenly anpsar on =arth and make thamselves public. I versonally susazct that the
tulk of the aroblem will be to nrevent men 2n?d worcn frea shecoting, not dodging the
fire oZ the creztures fro: outer space.

The 1lstter section impresses me for what sonc Tans aizht consider 2 negative vir-
tue. slmost everyone kent his termer beautifully when exnressing hinself on & contro-
versial topic, iorer Elwood. I don't see why fans and nros can't restrain thenselves
in tne same way when they argus on other topics in other fanzines. Or =aavhe it's your
wily editing of exnletives and extrene statenents that nade the letter =riters seen
to be on such good behavior. :

1 found the rod on yellow much easier to read than the red on white. Somewhere
I've real thst the forner is the nost lezible o all color combinations and was
therefore nmuch in favor for circus posters in tlie ol days when they were nosted on
barns some Cistance from roads. The artwork is splendid. I liked best the front cov-
er. It's a good example of how a simple, different idea can make a greater impact on
the subcenscious fears and terrors than a page filled with all sorts of conventional
horrible things. ((I think you were just about the only person with a good word for
the red ink on any color paper. Incidentally, I just discovered a few lines ago that
I've been typing with the ribbon in the. "On" position. There aint pg way I'm going to
go back and retyps the last 75 pages, but fortunately the stencils seem to have come
out nicely cut even with the ribbon in the way. I guess I'm lucky to have a "Slam
'em, jam 'em" typing style.))

andy offut, Funny Farm, Haldeman KY 40329

My lady the famous fanzine writer just came in, looking Touched-but-not-quite-
teary-eyed, and handed me a copy of GODLESS,

"Some nice things about you on page 26," she said with a catch in her voice.

Naturally I stopped work on the current novel in mid-word to read page 26.

Thanks, Bruce Arthurs. _

The thing is, at the lonnnnng costume party there's no particular individual to
blame, when it's hot, and seems to be going on a long time. (Maybe as part of his/her
act someone does a few-minute monolog. Only that person can be blamed - and is.)

At the banquet, when people are antsy about the Hugos, and a child-levcl nominee
is even antsier and hasn't showed off and hurt anyone for a couple of hours anyhow,
and the airconditioner fails, and those who can barely survive without an at-least- :
hourly alcohol fix can't buy any, 2nd the toastmaster dares talk about central/south-
ern/midwestern fans rather than the usual East Coast and West Coast people, and there
are four thousand pecple there and it's hot and the toastmaster doesn't realize he's
lost them because there can't be eye contact with 4,000 people and so he mistakenly
doesn't cut any of the material on which he spent nine hours the previous week, and
since he always sweats - nct perspires, sweats - when he's upfront and in the light,
both figuratively and literally, and doesn't realize everyone else is nearly as hot,
and so he goes on - that, man, can be a bad scene and it must have been. Vengeance
was had; no one was hurt so badly as I, right then and there, and afterward, too, as
slash-and-jab notices appeared. :

At the banquet, sce, an utterly impossible situation anymore - there 1g someone
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o Tay.1t°3all on: So . ther& T was. -the Ueat for Azazel’.

A lot of oooplc took the troub7 later that night to tell me all was cool, be-
cause L imagine I looked as if I needed a little stroking. And later, letters came
along, saying the same - and now a few fanzines turn up with nice people in them say-
ing nice things because they have an ability to be subjective, sympathetic-empathic
- and human. _

I appreciate it a lot more than somewhat, Bruce Arthurs. And about those Hugos -
next day, at one PM, I heard myself ask Jodie who had won. And I was serious. Ag she
told me, I remembered - sort of like seceing a movie again after a long while!

Larry Downes, 21960 Avon, Oak Park MI 48237

I can't believe all these people talking
. about their problems with finding a full drink
machine at Discon., I admit, it was a bit of a
hassle, but with ease, any dope could have. As

im Marion and I did. ((You shouldn't hand
stralght lines to people like that, Larry.))

Now look, first you go in the elevator from
your room and go to the lobby floor. (Now, if
you're in the motel part of the hotel, go to the
eighth floor, which is actually the negative
sixth floor of the hotel across the street,
where 1 was staying. ) Now, once you get to the
lobby floor, you go down wing C, but not wing
OEH»Cop 5 R right to Ted Whitc's room, a dead
end no less, so don't take C-a. Go down C all the
way until you reach 4, and make a left. BUT NOT A
RIGHT, A right will lead straight to Cleveland,
so don't make a right. Once you arrive at the end
nof the corridor, you should be near the hucksters
room. Go straight dcwn the hall of states, and
keep going until you reach the out-of-order esca-
lators. Get on and scream "FIAWOL!" six times. The
escalator will go up. When you get to the top, go
straight towards the registration desk, and make a sharp right. Go past the orgy
couches, and towards the hotel desk. Pass that, spit at the clerk, and go down to
elevator 6-b, located near the bar. Next to it are a pair of double doors. Kick them
open, and fnllow the hallway straight thru for about six blocks. You will find more
d~uble doors. Kick them open and make a left. A few fecet later is a staircase. Go up
one flight and go underneath the steps. There you will find a drink machine that has
exactly three cokes left. ind that's the truth. Tim and I did that and got those
last three cokes, but unfortunately got lost on the way back, and were forced to
T s e o i s A e e gect out. Ah well.

g, /
s

Steve Beatty, 1662 Collcge Terrace Drive, Murray KY 42071

. I was very much impressed with GODLESS 8 and 9, and if you keep it ap; sl geonlde
n't be surprised if you got a Hugo nomination a year or two or three from now. (e
The only thing wrong with #9 was that the bacover fell off.

¥ou had a nice, meaty lettercol this issue, but I was rather surprised at the

reaction to Elwood's religicus and moral standards. Yes, sad to say, there is such a
thing as religious bigotry in this world, but there is also anti-religiors higotry,
and I've seon more of the latter than the former in fandom. Probably most of those
who commentcd were reacting to the interview and others like it, rather than basing
their comments on any of Elwood's anthologies they might have read. Now what counts
is what he does, not what he says. If they would read some of Elwood's religious
theme anthologies, they could sec that the situation is not as bad as they make it
sound. In Strange Gods, for example (reviewed in PHOTRON 12), the story I liked best
was pro-Chrlstlan hut there werc several that could not be 1ntervretod as pro-
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Christioan by any reasonable streteh of logic. The rotten majority ranged all across
the spectrum. Now if Elwood deliberatcly bought good steries that were pro-Christian
and bad ones that were anti-Christian then that would indecd be reprchensible and
propaganda. But if similer results occur withnut conscious design, what then?

Sure Elwood has taboos; any editor does, At least he lets people know what his
are. Granted he does have flaws, there are ~ther pro editors & authors who would
harm the field more were they in his position.

I think it would be fun tc see Elwood get a Hugo nomination for best editor, just
to see the resulting hysteric frucus.

Paul Walker, 128 Montgomery St., Bloomfield NJ 07003

& word to Don D'Ammassa: A better name for 'Lancer!, in fact the only name for
lancer, is Robert Hoskins., Hoskins built the sf list single-handed. He became beloved:
by a few, and notorious to many pros for his caustic acceptance/rejectiﬁn slips. He
told everybody - including me - how to write, and I know at least one writer - Dean
Koontz - who remains grateful to him, a friend. He really loved sf, and had some de-
Fimi- e eoivictionsvapolt-a . He did! aliskeseauld to make Lancer a ma jor sf publisher,
but office politics did him in, He was a frec-lancer, last I heard. ((I hope to hell
that that wasn't a pun, Paul.)) His anthdlogies are doing very well, We owe him a
debt of gratitude for trying and partially succeeding at making Lancer's list worth-
while.

Speaking of Koontz, he has gafiated with a vengeance. In fact, his gafiation more
resembles a vendetta. He has not a kind word to say for sf any more. and he is not
alone. I don't take this too serinusly because I know Koontz. He is a young man of
extremes, who can never be dispassicnate about anything he does. When he wrote sf, sf
was God's Gift of the English Language. Now, he is writing suspense novels and Sus-
pense is Literature. He not only burns his bridges behind him, he drains the river
and puts up a condominium. He is buying all his 51d sf novels and burying them in the
backyard. If he has his way, in ten years, no one will remember that he ever wrote
sf. ({I can just see him now, going around assassinating any fans who have books of
his in their libraries. Now there's an idea for a suspense novel....)) And he is not
entirely wrong. His suspense fiction is 100 per cent better than the sf he wrote. He
never took criticism graciously, and it was difficult during the first years I knew
him ‘to avoid knocking those awful novels .and immature short stories. They had the
same virtues and vices. & strong bezinning, vivid scenes, vivid and original ideas
(which attracted the admiration of Delany), but after the first two or three chap-
ters, they seemed to get lost in unimaginative and monot-nous action writing. Years
later, Koontx admitted that he never planmed one of them bef-rehand. ie visualized
the first few sequences, then just wrote, and his imagination failed him almost at
once. He was just not interested in the plot' or how it all came out.

His suspense novels are consistently imaginative, consistently well-crafted and
written, for the most part, and are making him ten times what his sf novels are. He
tol? me the nther day that when he g-t a check fr-m UK for a paperback sale that a-
mounted to more than all he had made for all the sf he had written in his first 5
years, he wondered to himself what he had been thinking of all those years! And he

‘was proud of his books he was writing now; while previously, he must have been in-
creasingly contemptuous of his work and himself.

If you are interested, look for the names X. R. Dyyer (Chase, Shattered), Brian
Coffey (Blood Risk, Surrounded) and his own (After the Last Race, which got a rave
review in the Times, and is headed for Hollywood). He is also writing under other
names he refuses to tell me. Apparently, if a high-priced pro writes "too much" he
makes publishers think he is worth less money, so he must conceal his identity from
them as well as from the public. Curiously enough, most of his suspense novels have
been reviewed by Newgate Callendar in the Times, and the reviews differ amusingly as
Callendar is not aware that all the names are the same person. He has damned one
name as an "unimaginative writer" while praising another for "strong imaginative
plotting." ((I'm sorry to see Koontz sce the sf field. He had undeniable talent, but
unfortunately never seemed to be able to kecep up the momentum in his sf work. Maybe
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someday he'll nzed 2 break from suspense and make another stab at sf. Hope so.))

Brett Cox, Box 542, Tabor City, NC 28463

Your con report was, in a word, excellent. Not only did you-do more than I did at
Discon, but you also remembered more of it and put it down on paper in a more skill-
ful fashion than I. Two specific comments: First, I'm sorry you-skipped the dramatic
readings, as they were truly magnificent. Second, I can sympathize with your Great
Drink Quest, since I went through the same routine Saturday night and got so tired as
a result that I was unable to last through all of "A Boy and Hig Dog." When I go to
my next con, half my luggage space will be taken up by half-gallon bottles of Coke.

I strongly disagree with Paul Walker's loc. I don't think that the original an-
thologists (Knight, et al) have contributed to the "detriment" of sf. Indeed, I think
they've improved the quality of the field to the nth degree. When they're bad, they-
're bad, but when they're good, they're excellent.

All of this, of course, ultimately boils down to a matter of personal taste. Paul
says that "the majority of us derive pleasure from, first, a cracking good story, and
secondly from a cracking good idea." Agreed. But what constitutes a "cracking good
story" to me is far different from what constitutes one for Paul Walker, and they're
both different from what does it for, say, Bruce Arthurs. In my own case a "cracking
good story" will more likely emphasize style and characterization above and beyond
plot or idea. For this, the original anthologies come across to me very well indeed.

The tone of Dave Romm's loc disturbed me. I realize that it's absolutely none of
my business, but I feel compelled to say that I just don't like the idea of somebady
condemning one brand of organized religion and then claiming to be proud to be a mem-
ber of another branch of organized religion which is just as illogical and destruc-

"tive as the one he was condemning. (I realize that these comments may leave me open
to charges of anti-Semitism, but t'ain't so. I feel this way about all forms of or-
ganized religion.)

Darrell Pardoe, 24 Othello Close, Hartford, Huntingdon PE18 75U, UNITED KINGDOM

I 1iked your worldcon report. I am amazed by the revelation that some people have
actually held closed room parties where admission was by printed ticket! What is fan-
dom coming to - can such things really happen? Mind you, what with conventions grow-
ing bigger these days and attracting all sorts of fringefans, it mightn't be such a
bad idea to have some such dodge: in Britain nowadays the Easter convention is being
flooded out with young fringe fans who've read akout it in that ghastly publisher's
propaganda sheet SF MONTHLY and come along expecting a weekend of Serious Construct-
ive SF discussion. I think 25% of thc attendees last Easter were such people. Maybe
one or two of them will become fans, but most will probably just drift away again.

Can Barry Gold really be contemplating putting out a revised FANCYCLOPEDIA? The
mind boggles at the amount of work it would involve. In FANCY II the details Eney
gives of how much work that took are bad enough - and think how much has happened in
fandom since 1959 that would have to be written up. Anyway, good luck to Barry if he
is really serious about it. He'll need all the gond wishes he can get. ((I suspect
that if FANCY IIT should ever appear, a good many of the more outdatcd, ingroupish
and trivial terms in FANCY IT will have been edited out. I1've also heard from Jon
Singer, who's planning a reprint edition of Eney's FANCY II, that most of the sten-
cils are now ready, and he's more or less just waiting for the finances for paper &
ink to start producing it.))

You should worry about getting your name mis-spelled! !y first name has been con-
sistently mutilated by .all kinds of people. Similarly my surname has ended up as
Pardo, Purdue, Pirdeu, and other horrors. Seems some people just don't bother to get
names right. ((If y-u think you've got troubles, what about Don D'Ammassa?))

Don D'Ammassa, 19 Angell Dr., East Providence RI 02914

Glad you liked the article on Lancer, even though you spelled my name wrong ev-
erywhere in the issue. Two "m's" please. And I know that I didn't spell "judgment" as
" judggment". I did, however, goof, as y-u pointed out, by nnot listing the 17th title,
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which was Highways In Hiding by Georme O, Smith, particularly important because the
previous Avin waperback was abridged. ((I think Seth McEvoy was the only one to
guess right; most penple chose Weinbaum's A Martian Odyssev as the missing book. ))

Paul Walker, whose cpinions I generally admire, lost me completely in his letter.
I can't imagine anyone thinking that Silverberg, Zlwnod, Carr, and Knight all edit
generally the same type »f anthologies. Although Carr and Silverberg are fairly
close, the other two are totally unlike either. In Elwyod's case this scems t- be
because his anthologies are universally wishy-washy, but Knight still edits either
the best or second best original series, possibly edged by New Dimensions.

Neither do I agrec with him that most mcdern sf has been adversely affected by
Knight's influence, or that most modern sf isn't up to the standards of most sf of a
decade or two agn. It's true that there is a lot of dreck being published, and I
hardly have the reputation of being a kind critic, but if anything, I suspect we may
be on the verge of a real "golden age", if that term really means anything. Perry
Rhodan and Cap Kennedy are admittedly less than satisfactory, but neither was much »f
Don Wilcox or Alexander Blade. And there are s-me defintiely promising writers doing
things in sf right now that bodes very well indeed for the future. Just a.partial
list would have to include James Tiptree, F.M. Busby, Gardner Dozois, Ed Bryant,
Pamela Sargent, Vonda McIntyre, George Alec Effinger, George R.R. Martin, Brian
Stableford, and T.J. Bass. Many writers who've been around f-r a long time are now
at the top of their form, like Ellison, Silverberg, and Leiber. Paul himsclf de-
scribes Robert Chilson, a new writer, as comparable to the best from the Campbell
years, although I'd have to disagree with him ab-ut that too. Only "Per Stratagem"
and "Forty Days and Forty Nights" strike me as more than marginally interesting.

Mike Glicksohn, 141 High Park Avenue,
Toronto, Ontari~ M6P 253, CANADA

As I've told the other eight faneds
I've written to today (ain't it great
to feel exclusive?) there's currently
a mail strike in Toronto so I've no way
when this will actually start on its way
to y u. Luckily, though, y~u seem to be
the only faned ar~und who isn't expect-
ing to publish annther issue before the
ink is dry -n your latest publication,
so perhaps I'11l finally be able to get
a few comments to a faned before his/her
next leadline! I d-n't know why these
mothers in-the PO ars allowed to bugger
up my life like this: as a teacher I'm legally forbidden to strike although I can't
see aryone particularly suffering if I did s». But the neople wh move the mail can
walk out any time they feel like it (and that scems to average at least once a year
nowadays), tieing up a sizeable part of the daily life of the country (and I don't
mean just inconveniencing fans either) and no one SaySHarwarcabauts o OrRabslleasit
no one stops them from doing it: I've had a few choice words on the situation as it
happens.... (What really galls me an top of all that is that as a result of their
strikes they'll get smething like a 35% increase whilc teachers, forced by legis-
lation to bargain under govermment restriction, will probably settlc for the same
6% we got last time! 4And even then the inflation rate alone was over 10%. If I ever
entertained any thoughts of getting rich, I'm certainly in the wrong damn businesst)

Good luck n reassimilating yourself into civilian life. 4And I1'm glac to see your
overall postive reaction ts the effects »f military life -~n your development, One all
too often encounters people who can see only the d-wner side ~f anything, without at-
tempting to put the whole experience int~ perspective. Selfishly I must admit that
I'm absolutely delighte? to live in a country that does not have military service
W take another 1nok, Mike; there ig such a thing as the Canadian Armed Forces, even
if when they're mentioned amongst military men from other couritries, loud giggles
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and guffaws ter!l to erupt)), but it's also good to know that there arg thcse who
seem to benefit from the whhle thing.

Several ~f the fanzines I read today had Discon reports in them, so I'm currently
both sated -n that con and eager to attend another like it! Y ur report is by far
the...longest that I've seen. I don't intend t-> crmment on it at any length, except
to put to rights the nccasional factual error c-ncerning myself. But I 4did enjoy the
renort, and found it worth all the time that must have gone into its creation.

One interesting thing that comes out of reports like yours is that I find »ut
I've been at room parties with fans I'm perfectly willing to swear I've never met. 1
ought not to be surprised at such thing, but smmehow it still makes me sit up a bit
and say "Hg was there? Howcum no-one introduced us?" Fandom is like that, unfortun-
ately. I'd also forgotten that dreadful bottle of choclate corflu that Elst had and
I 45 not in the slightest thank you for reminding me of its (supposed) existence!

Delighted to read of your enjoyment of MPFC! There's hope for you yet. And if
memory serves, Peter Cook was the devil in Bedagzzled.

I've read so much about yur article enitled my beard that I'm positively faunch-
ing to see it in print somewhere...anywhere. I hope Linda Anes put it into KARASS
sometime, and I agree that Gorra committed a bad faux-nas by accepting and then re-
turning the piece. Unfortunately such things do happen, and I hope it won't be the
source of animosity between the two of y-u in the future. I'd hate to think that my
beard came between two such excellent fans, (I can think of many pairs of fans I'd
love to have my beard come between but as y~u said in reference tn that slide of me,
GODLESS is a family fanzine...said slide, by the way, is Not What It Might Seem.
THete -5 a“reason behind 4t -and aleoholhad tinthing t6 derwilhit. s@weli . very
little anyway. 4sk Bob Toomey next time he salivates on your suit coat....) ((I'm
afraid I've never even met Bob Toomey. Is having him salivate on your coat one of
those Moments of Cosmic Truth one undergoes to become a trufan? If it is...I think
I1'11 pass.)) ((ictually, I was thinking of doing a whole series of articles about
various parts of your body besides "Mike Glicksohn's Beard" (which is now scheduled
f-r the next GRANFALLOON), The Halta India incident would have beccme "Mike Glick-
sohn's Taste Buds" and that slide of y-u would have become. "Mike Glicksohn's...."
But the hell with it.)) _

To continue my subway of thought (we don't have many trains here in Toronto),
having one's favoerite pieces rejected by fanzines and later published in other, bet-
ter fanzines, scems to he the "in" thing nowadays. Which is as good a2 lead in to the
true story of my "pro debut" as I'm likely to manufzcture this late at night. Just
for the record, the story was submitted to and rejected by one fanzine. (The entire
story formed the basis of my GoH speech at Confusion 13: had you been there, I
wouldn't have to repeat myself. Fakefan!) That was STARLING, Gorra never saw it.
Bowers saw it, and said he'd happily use it in OUTWORLDS, but I told him I wanted t-
get an AMAZING/FANTASTIC rejection slin first, but would send it to him after Ted
bounced it. The rest, as my groupies say, is History....

The lettercnl this time contains a vast am»unt of interesting corroborative or
explanatory material about Elwood but I've said my say and will leave it at that.
With so much space anid time devoted to Elwood this issue, 1'm drubtful you'll be
able to or want to cut off discussion next time, but I hope you'll restrict addition-
al commentary to those who have smmething new or insightful to add. PerSotiamsy: s
expect most of the w rthwhile ccmments/opinions/viewnoints have already been aired
and I'd be happy to see yy go on to other tovics. (I mentioned this in my speech,
and I've probably tsld it to other faneds, but the clearest indication of Elwood's
editorial acumen I've heard of yet is Joe Haldeman's story that Elwcod once edited
a wrestling magazine and quit after tuc years becasue he found out wrestling was
fixed! Joe say it's true....)

Rich Bartucci, Box 369, KCCOM, 2105 Independence Blwd., Kansas City MO 64124

Your Discon 2 report is hard to comment on. I wasn't there (gnash, grind, moan),
so I can't make witty remarks about how crowled it was or how mercenary the hucksters
were or any of that good stuff. Still and all, such detailed accounts as yours have
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enabled me to live the thing vicariously, at any rate. Go to Sydney for me, won't
you? ((Nope. I'dq like to, but finances 3on't allow this year. dnyway, 1'd rather go
te Melbourne for the Worldeon, instead of Sydney.))

Speaking of the Worldcon, I snoke to Ken Keller while he was ferrying me to the
January meeting of the KCSF&FS a couple ~f wecks ago, He said something about draft-
ing every KC fan into the convention as guides, huckster liason personnel, project-
ionists, ctc. He showed me the membership cards he'd had printed (a nice refulgant
green) and hinted that all this would be mine, up to and including 2 billet at the
Con Suite and a prestigiously low membership number, if I would but consent to jump
into the activities. I tried to tell him that, from what I could tell, the labor day
weekend in 1976 was going to be muy busy for me; I'd be entering upon my first year
of formal clinical training as a 3ri-year student and I might not even be able to
make it to the con (*shudder*). I d~n't think he understands, because he still wants
my willing assistance, along with everybody else's. Ghod, but that man is ambitious!
And every con committee id the years to come will hate his guts for working so hard
and setting such a monster precedent!

Elst Weinstein, 4PDO 6-869, Guadalajara 6, Jalisco, MEXICO

Your Discon report was very entertaining, nossibly one of the best I've scen.
Malta India is certainly a putrid beverage, the fact that you liked it shows you
either have taste, or the lack of it. I can't help recalling an incident I had with
Ellison not tno long after Discon. My father owns a bakery in Li (Papa Jack's Bakery)
and specializes in decorated cakes. While I was home, I generally delivered cakes to
areas near LA for him. One day he said "Elliott, I've got this cake for you to deliv-
er to somebody named Erlinson or Ellenson. I think he's a Sci-Fi writer." "Onh, you
must mean Harlan Ellison," I replied. "Yeah, that's him." So I took the cake over to
Ellison's house. My father explained t» me that the cake was from a person owed a
story to by Ellison who wanted to remind him, but in a novel way. "Not by a telephone
or telegram, but with a telegram written on the cake saying 'Please send the story
STOP Need it soon, George,'" my father told me. When I zot there I was very shocked
to see that Ellison was in'real' 1ife a very nicec person. I talked with him for awhile,
mentioned Discon (probably an error on my part), and told him I was impressed by his
film. He said that he would invite me in but "this place is neck high in shit and
I'm really rather busy." I thought of a nasty remark, but kept it to myself since he
was acting friendlier than I ever could have guessed. :

You might like to mention MEXICON, This is the first SF Con held in Mexico. Date:
November 22-23, 1975. GoH: Mack Reynolds. Cost: $5 attending, $3 supporting, US funds
payable to Elliott Weinstein (checks or money orders to avoid mail losses). Address:
MEXICON c/o Elliott Weinstein, address above. The committee is willing to answer any
questions as promptly as it can.

Mike Shoemaker, 2123 N, Early St., Alexandria VA 22302

I thought your reprint about fighting aliens was going to be a humourous pieces
but really it's quite serious. I strongly disagree that the evacuation of a metro-
-politan area would be an easy task. In fact, I think the task would be impossible to
accomplish within a short period of time. If all the vehicles of an area such as New
York, La, Chicago, etc., were on the streets simultaneously you'd have a traffic
standstill that would take a week to clear. If you had 70,000 transport vehicles
carrying 100 people each, and they were efficiently distributed around the city, and
assuming everyone didn't give in to the impulse to hop in their car to escape ( there-
by jamming the roads), then you might be able to cvacuate New York City alone in a
few days. But what about the rest of the suburbs of New York in that 200-mile radius
from ground-zero. 'That would you need, another 100,000 transport vehicles maybe?

I seem to recall that Gilliland's play was first performed at the 1970 Disclave.
It was probably published afterwards, thus the 1971 copyright date. It is a tremen-
dous parody, no doubt about that, Wow! You actually met the eingmatic Arnie Katsz.
Did he by any chance reveal the secret of what one has to do to stay on his mailing
1ist? Bow seven times, seven times each day toward the Northeast - no! Really? I
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don't see why you should apclogize, or condescend in any way, tc Uerra, ‘he balloon-
headed idiot deserves every brick that's thrown at him on the basis of his TITLE
columns alone. # superb con report you have therc.

Romm's comments on Elwood don't make any sense. Now if Elwood were forcing people
to read his books, like the schoolboard in that West Virginia mess was doing, that

would be censorship. Since when should an editor be compelled to buy any story (even -

if it's good) that he doesn't like? Is it censorship if Romm doesn't buy a book whose
subject matter is repugnant to him?

I thought Brett Cox's comment, "until I become a technical adult," rather serio-
comic. Unfortunately, too many adolescents now do consider themselves adults. Iron-
ically, 100 years ago, when the period of adolescence was shorter, there was more
respect for elders. All of this is a hell of a thing for me to be saying since I'm
only 20% years myself, but the difference is that I have respeelE gncal TeEPEC i ANe:
am only too acutely aware of my youth. ((Oh, go ahead and say it, Mike; us oldsters
of 22 won't mind.)) Conrad sums up my feelings perfectly in this quote from "4 War-
rior's Soul": "Is it possible that you youngsters should have no more sense than
that! Some of you had better wipe the milk off y-ur upper lip before you start to
pass judgement on the few poor stragglers of a generation which has done and suffered
not a little in its time."

Laurine White, 5408 Leader Ave.,
Sacramento, Ca 95841

The cover of GODLESS .9 was
really weird. It was sort of
similar to a candlestick hold-
er 1 once saw in an Italian
horror film: A human hand
withlong fingernails.. Re-
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Glyer didn't write one; his
previous Worldcon reports

were a delight to read.

((Where do you think I got

the inspiration for writing
such a long conreport?)) A
wise fan does not become depend
dent on the elevators. Half the
time I used the stairs in Wash-
ington and found interesting
things like a stopped-up sink
filled with green scunge and
smelling rather badly. ((No,
Laurine; vou smelled, it stunk.)) Bries ardor sounds like a good name for a stripper.
Susan Wood has small what?? How'd you like to be reading an otherwise inoffensive
conreport and come aeross: "I found him handsome, vivacious, and outgoing; who cares
if he's got a small..." Really!! ((Hff did #ph fidd PhE A¥pnt hié/ Mﬁl‘iﬁi? Seriously,
I'm sorry if you felt offended by that line. I was just trying to make an in-refer-
ence to Susan's famous article in STARLING, Just a joke, ha ha. Ha?)) ((I hope you
don't feel disgruntled by the illo above, either. Why don't you blame the artist for
that? Doesn't really look my type anyway....)) How do you expect Bob Vardeman to re-
main a pro, to have time to write novels if he has to read all the fanzines people
send him? At least he didn't keep those fanzines in the dark, unread, unenjoyed, but
gave other peoplic an opportunity to see them. True patience was staying thru the mas-
querade and the judging and then watching the Harlan Ellison film without moving

from our seats. I wonder how many other people did the same. That system of selling
the paintings on Sunday and Menday worked nut well for me. I noticed some nice art
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by someone name Edward Lancaster at $10 apiece. It was in the same section as the
George Barr art, so nobody was ncticing it. No one bid for it Sunday, so I got a
couple of paintings at base price on londay without having to wait thru the auction.

That article on licking the space monsters was full of holes. The aliens would
have no problem melting thos tanks and guns (see Day the Earth Stood S5till), and
since they've been monitoring our radi~ and tv broadcasts for years, understanding
English would be no nroblem.

It will be rather hard for me even to make the WAHF colum if more editors con-
clude with "and whomever...."

Sam Long, Box 4946, Patrick AFB, FL 32925

Rich Bartucei did it again! I read his story at work and it was all I could do
to keep from giggling and alarming my coworkers. I like Consorter-with-Fungi - that's
a fannish name if I ever saw one. The character Flatus reminds me of the old scato-
logical joke, "Why are turds tapered? Answer: Sn your arse'cle won't slam shut." If
we accept the truth of this proposition, it follows that farts must have squared-off
ends (except for the SBDs - Silent But Deadly's) and the sound is the reverberation
of the old anal pore slamming shut echoing thru the lower intestine. And have you -
or Rich - ever read the book Flushed With Pride, the story of Thomas Crapper, the
chap who perfected the flush toilet, and who, as manufacturing sanitary engineer tc
royalty, plumbed places like Sandringham, the country estate of the British monarchs?
It's a fascinating book. ((I scem to remember reading recently - in an issue of SAT-
URDAY REVIEW, I believe - that Crapper never really existed and his "biography" is
really just a very clever and thorough hoax. #Anycne have any verification on this?))

Dave Romm's anti-Christian belligerence irks me. If he would take time to read
the First Amendment, he would find that it reads, "Congress (i.e., the State) shall
make no law...." I as a private person. nr Elwood as an editor in a private concern,
neither of us are violating the First imendment by refusing to publish anything; nor
1s our refusal "tantamount' to anything. I can censor anything I want t- - as a onri-
vate citizen. On the other hand, I cannot impose this censorship on anynne who does-
n't want it. Likewise, Elwood can publish anything he pleases, and no one can gain-
say him (as long as he keeps within the laws of libel), since no one is forced to buy
his books. It's not a question of law, really, but -ne nf dollars and cents: Elwond
has to edit books that sell, and that's all. He's under no compulsinn, legal or mor-
al, to publish anything he disagrees with, or indeed anything at all. So Dave is
Jewish. S~ what? Judaism has not cornered the logic market, lacking as it does a
thenlogy, or, more accurately, a d gma. I could go on.... 4s for not capitalizing
"Christian", that's petulant and silly. I capitalize it out of custom and courtesy,
tho I have no great opinion of the religion in many ways. I also capitalize "dJewish"
and also "Devil". dfter all, courtesy never hurt anyone.

S Sirois, Breakaway Station, 533 Chapel St., New Haven CT 06511

Your yellow maper and red ink are a bit hard ~n my cyes., but the art and lay-ut
are quite Jecont. I still don't 1like 3rad Park's stuff, tho; if he took more time
with things he'd be better off, and I wouldn't have to keep bitching about this. I
wouldn't bitch, even, if it wasn't for the fact that he and I share the same state.
Oh well. Nice art from Gilliland, Kunkel, yourself, and Cy Chauvin. 4lso, for s:me
reason 1 found Townley's illo on page twn appealing in a sort ~f perverse way. His
cover drawing was - strange.

Jeezus Christ! Nineteen pages of conreport and no art! I liked it, tho. It's
sort of hard to be critical of a conreport unless you (a) hated the con while the
reviewer loved it, or (b), vice-versa. Or unless you weren't there and hence don't
give a good god damn. Or if you were there and still don't give a good god damn. I
don't have much to say about the con report, as you can see; I'm hedging all around
that fact. Uh, uh, I liked your story...uh, oh, to hell with it.

"How To Lick the Space lMonsters and Save the World" was great reading. I got a
little confused, there, though, what with all them initials. I never did. figure out
1f the autonomous CCG works with the FBI and the CIA, or if the CTF is on-line with
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CBS' TWX, or maybe with IIT's? How about access to the CRTs at N3C and WPIX? How
about GM and the FDA? And SFWA? Are they OK. I hope the A4 isn't on manuveurs when
the BEMs land in the USA, My final comment on this is 4Q. 10-4 and OUT,

D. Gary Grady, 3309 Spruill Avenue, #5, Charleston SC 29405
I laughed so hard I choked on the whopper I was eating.when I read Rich Bartucci's
;Ring-ﬁround—the-Bowl-World.” That's what I get for carrying a fanzine into Burger
ing.
I hate to harp on astrology, but Dave Romm's remarks surprise me. Since when do
astrology's advocates not claim that it is "a holdover from the ancients," Dave?
i Modern astrology can be traced directly to a revival of the pseudoscience on the

b heels of the Theosophical Movement, which was devoted to the restoration of the an-
g cient "mystic arts."

Ny Sam Long says Elwood has a right to let his religion influence his editorial REl=
: icies. Okay, I'll buy that. But we still have a right to call him an ass hole for

doing so. ({But do his books have squared-off ends?))
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WE ALSO HEARD FROM: James Nyle Beatty,
Sheryl Birkhead,
Mike Bracken, Mike Carlson, Larry Car-
mody, Robert Chilson, Ed Connor, Gil
E ;’%;; gyggs«‘ ;A Gaier (if y~u think my red ink was hard
& e T Ma 5*}; to read, Gil, I've got an old fanzine in
4 my cnllection partly printed in yellow ink
~n white paper), Alexis Gilliland, N-rm
Hochberg, Ben Indick, Terry Jeeves, Jerry
Kaufman, Tim Kyger, EBric Lindsay, Pete l!land-
ler, Jodie Offutt, a comic-strip-style loc from Brad Parks that is unfortunately un-
T reproducable (next time use a black pen and leave ab-ut 3" margin around the edges,
Brad), John Rotinson, Dave Romm, Dave Rowe, Ron Salomon, Craig Strete, Bruce Townley,
and "A.P. Tree" (whom I suspect of being a hoax; right, Robinson?).
i ¥ L ok £ % 4 ¥ L ¥ £ ok L o ook ook ook ook ok o ko ok ok 4+ ¥ 4 F 4 ok 4 ok 4 ok 4 ok
"I seem to be faced with the perennial fan problem of what to do with the last few
1 lines on a stencil. I don't have the foggiest notion how to stencil art work, and I
don't have any art work in any case. Ed Cox has more space to doodle in than he can
handle, so I don't think I'll add to his supply. That leaves me no alternative but to
put one word after the other until I reach the end of the page. If I were a really
organized fan, I suppose I would have a file of short filler pieces to use at times
like this. Roy Tackett seems to do that quite effectively. Come to think of it, there
was a period that I was filling end spaces with quotes from Pliny's Natural History.
I think that was the place I learned bat's blood was good for removing hair. Then the

only problem would be to remove the bat's blood. I think I prefer having hair."
“Hilt Stevens in PASSING PARADE #1
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LAST MINUT: NOTES
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Addendun:

The photo on page 11 was cliomed
fron, if I r-meber correctly, a cooy
of CC IindDER'S DIGEST +which contained
an article on Germany.

Cr Chauvin should be addsd to the
list of WA, \
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Changes of Address: ;
Hike Zracken; 3917 I, 30th, Tacoma g So%,
da 08Lo7, il
Tin Kyeer, 1700 3, College, #23,
Tempe, A2 35281 (chanre in ant #)
Susan Jood, Jept of ‘nglish, Uni-
versity of “ritish Columbia, Vancouver, -
2.0, VAT 145 (effective 30 June 75)
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Hews:

Tim C. iarion has been given con-
trol of Hich Smallls SCUTH CF THE-F0QF.
a guide and index to the nany amnatesur
press associations. Tin howes to have
an issue out later this sumer. Address
ist Tin S~ darien 614 7298 S0 Seue
nort Hews, VA 23605,

Zrrata:

There are two nage 19's in this
issue. Cne of then is resally 13, tho,
so don't worry about it.
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